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COMPANY PROFILE

Dennis Moss
Partnership is a
multi disciplinary
practice located
in Stellenbosch,
South Africa.

One of the founding objectives
of DMP is to apply sustainable
development principles to all
spheres of its activities and to
ensure practical results to help
eradicate poverty and inequality
while protecting the integrity of
the environment.
This office is recognised by
UNESCO as international
experts in the disciplines of
bioregional panning and its
MAB Programme which have
global sustainability
as a central goal.
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Dennis Moss Partnership (DMP)

expertise in the field of sustainable

was established in 1983 with the

development and sustainability.

vision of integrating the disciplines
of urban, regional planning and

Having regard for the need to ensure

design, architecture, landscape

effective communication the firm

architecture and the environmental

established a subsidiary company,

sciences as a single functional

DMP Media that provides a

entity. Over the past thirty years the

comprehensive integrated service in

firm has developed into an practice

development visualization, desktop

internationally recognized for its

publishing and web design.

The firm is of the conviction that

strategies and designs from the

the degree to which sustainable

internation, national and regional

development is achieved will depend

scale to residential, institutional,

on how well the overall landscape is

commercial and mixed-use

managed. This requires co-ordinated

developments, marinas, golf estates,

land-use planning and defining and

hotels and office parks on the local

implementing development options

scale.

that will ensure that human needs
are met in a sustainable way.

On a regional and environmental
planning level we have helped

To achieve this, we view each project

establish a number of biosphere

as part of a greater system where

reserves under the United Nations

integration is required between

Educational, Scientific and Cultural

various scales ranging from the

Organisation’s (UNESCO) Man and

international sphere to site specific

the Biosphere (MAB) programme.

and building scale. Our diverse

DMP has undertaken various

and collective knowledge spanning

socio-economic and environmental

more than 30 years, reflects our

spatial development plans and

unique composition and has given

frameworks on local, provincial,

rise to the appointment of the

national and international scales. In

office by numerous international

addition, the firm has undertaken

and national clients. Projects range

the design and the management of

from complex integrated regional,

the implementation of large building

urban and environmental planning

complexes and capital works.
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STAFF COMPLIMENT
DMP has a staff of 45 people

GYS DE KLERK :

JEFF LACKAY :

representing all the professional

B.Econ M(URP) Stellenbosch University

Pr. Arch.T. Cape Town University of

disciplines of the office in a manner

Gys began his career at the

Technology

which gives practical effect to a

Municipality of Stellenbosch where he

Jeff joined DMP in 1989 and has

culture of integration, sustainable

went on to become chief urban and

been involved on various projects,

development and sustainability. A

regional planner.

ranging from commercial, offices,

majority of the staff have been with

restorations of historic buildings,

the office for more than a decade

He joined DMP in 1987 and became

resort developments , golf estates,

with many staff members being in the

actively involved in a variety of

retail centers and numerous housing

practice for twenty years and more.

planning and multi-disciplinary

developments. For the past 20 years

projects such as resort developments,

he has provided specialist design

housing projects and numerous

services in the planning and design of

regional and urban planning initiatives.

lower income settlements. A number

DMP has six directors/shareholders.
DENNIS MOSS :

of these projects have won local and

B.A. M(URP) Stellenbosch University. Post

Over the past 30 years Gys has

graduate programme in urban design

overseen project management and

Stellenbosch University.

co-ordination of many of the major

Following on 12 years in consulting civil

projects that the firm has been

and structural engineering, Dennis

involved in.

founded DMP in 1983 with the specific
objective to integrate the disciplines

MARTINA LE ROUX-CLOETE :

of urban, regional and environmental

Pr Arch, BAS, B Arch (University of

planning, urban design, architecture

Cape Town), MIArch, CIA

and landscape architecture.

Martina has been with DMP for more
than 20 years and has been involved in

Under his leadership the practice has

a vast and varied scope of work. She

played a leading role, over the past 30

has a wide range of experience in the

years, in the provision of an integrated

residential, recreational, hospitality,

multidisciplinary planning and

restoration, commercial/retail and

design service on the international,

institutional fields of architecture.

national, provincial, district and local

Some of the projects that Martina has

levels, specializing in sustainable

been involved in have received national

development and sustainability.

awards.

national awards for design excellence.
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TEN STEP MODEL
FOR SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT

Sustainability is seen
as the overall goal to be
pursued whilst sustainable
development is the process
through which the goal is to
be achieved.
This office has developed a bespoke
model to guide its planning, design
and decision making process. It
is founded on the principle that
sustainable development is system
based and complex. The methodology
that the firm has adopted is illustrated
in the figure below.
The principles embedded in
the international definitions for
sustainable development are
endorsed by DMP. This constitutes
the selection and implementation
of development options which allow
for appropriate and justifiable social
and economic goals to be achieved,
addressing basic needs and equity,
without compromising the natural
system on which it is socio-economic
development depends.
To optimize operational efficiency,
which is regarded as a central
objective of sustainable development,

this office has formulated and
adopted a bespoke definition of
sustainable development, namely
‘development that promotes human
well-being and the integrity of the
environment through the efficient
and just use of resources. Resources
are considered as forms of capital
and differentiation is made
between monetary, environment,
infrastructural and social capital.
The DMP definition is actionorientated and emphasises the
importance of functionality and
practical application.
The return on capital invested in the
sustainable development process is
achieved by aligning the use of the
four forms of capital optimally. The
latter is central objective of the DMP
sustainable development and long
term sustainability strategy.

The DMP definition for sustainable
development is rooted in the
principle that sustainability relies
on continuous innovation – thinking
out of the box and implementing
new ways of improving human wellbeing and environmental integrity
by using resources efficiently and
justly (the DMP model itself is, in fact,
innovative).
The model accordingly promotes
the integration of innovation into the
organisational, institutional, planning
and design, implementation, and
management processes at the project
level.
As is illustrated the model comprises
three components.

Component A:
Expresses the nature of the system
within which sustainable development
and its planning have to be
undertaken.
Component B:
Describes an approach/method
through which operational efficiency
is translated into practice.
Component C:
Describes the methodology employed
to give practical effect to sustainable
development in ten distinct steps as
is illustrated by Component C and
synoptically described below.
Resources are considered as forms
capital and.
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1 FOCUS ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

6

USE RESOURCES EFFICIENTLY & JUSTLY

2 PREPARE A CLIMATE NEUTRAL STRATEGY

7

PLAN ON ALL SCALES

3 BUILD INSTITUTIONAL CAPACITY

8

PREPARE PROGRAMMES & GUIDELINES

4 PREPARE FINANCING STRATEGIES

9

ASSESS COMPLIANCE

This means that human well-being and
environmental integrity are given effect to
globally and that RESOURCES ARE USED
EFFICIENTLY AND JUSTLY IN THE SPATIAL AND
DESIGN PROCESS.

Recognize that sustainability cannot be achieved
under current conditions of CLIMATE CHANGE.
Address the latter as required in policy and
legislation and prepare a CLIMATE NEUTRAL
STRATEGY as is contemplated by UNEP.

INSTITUTIONAL CAPACITY is required to
enable sustainable development. This is to
be given effect to in the SPATIAL, DESIGN
AND MANAGEMENT PROCESS.

Have regard for the fact that sustainable
development has to be FINANCED, that its
successful planning and implementation
depends on the degree of INCLUSIVITY and that
BIODIVERSITY conservation is an imperative for
sustainable development.

5 IMPLEMENT ECONOMIC DRIVERS

Projects should be viewed as opportunities to
serve as ECONOMIC DRIVERS fo sustainable
development. This would require bespoke
initiatives to be taken, refered to as SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES.

Ensure that resources (capital) are utilized
efficiently and justly by aligning the key forms
of capital i.e. ENVIRONMENTAL, MONETARY,
INFRASTRUCTURAL and SOCIAL in the
planning, design and implementation process.

Ensure that plans, strategies and proposals are
considered on all scales from the international to
the local scale as is contemplated in the NDP with
due regard for applicable LEGISLATION, POLICY
and the SPATIAL AND DESIGN DIMENSION.

Ensure that PROJECTS are planned and
implemented to promote sustainable
development in accordance with selected
PROGRAMMES and in accordance with specific
GUIDELINES.

Assess the degree to which the planning and
implementation of projects would give effect
to sustainable development. This should
be aligned with the policy, legislation and
INTERNATIONAL GOOD PRACTICE.

IMPLEMENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS
Implement STRATEGIC PLANNING and
MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS in accordance with
ISO 14001 and ensure continual improvement
through ADAPTIVE MANAGEMENT.

COMPANY PROFILE
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CONTEXT AND PROCESS
The DMP Model illustrated and
described above has been informed by
the UN Habitat’s Planning for Climate
Change: A Value-Focused Approach
for Urban Planners .
This approach, in the first instance,
focuses on considering and recording
the key principles, values, interests
and objectives to be served in the
planning, design, implementation and
management of projects, and then
to demonstrate how best to achieve
these objectives.
A critical dimension of this
approach is to consider the possible
consequences of not achieving the
objectives agreed to.
The starting point in deciding on
the core values is, in all cases, the
objective to promote and give effect to
sustainability.

In the execution of its work DMP
recognises its responsibility to
enable sustainable development and
sustainability of the public realm.

PLANNING
AND DESIGN
APPROACH

Urban design therefore plays a
critical role in the execution of the
firms work. In the latter regard it
is recognised that that planning
and design have to contend with a
number of dimensions such as social,
visual, functional, temporal (time),
morphological (urban form and
space) and perceptual (awareness
and experience of place).
Furthermore, planning and design
has to contend with the development
process moving from art, theory and
principle to action. The planning
and design process has to consider
the delivery mechanisms, how the
development process is controlled
and how it is communicated.

REGIONAL PLANNING AND DESIGN DIRECTIVES
DMP recognises and promotes the uniqueness of regions and in particular the following five tenets for regional
planning and design.
SENSE OF PLACE:
The degree to which
a place can be clearly
perceived and mentally
differentiated and
structured in time and
space by its residents
and the degree to
which that mental
structure connects
with their values and
concepts.

SENSE OF HISTORY:
Development should
reflect an appreciation
for the history, culture
and traditions of
the local people and
build on the historical
precedents presented
by existing high quality
settlements.

SENSE OF CRAFT:
Critical regionalism
builds upon a return
to craftsmanship and
avoids construction,
which has become
“junkier” over most of
the past century.

SENSE OF NATURE:
Designers can learn
from the incredible
sophistication
of biological and
ecological systems.
Diversity, symbiosis,
synergy, balance –
these are profound and
inspiring messages for
all designers.

SENSE OF LIMITS:
The need to
understand that a
physical and temporal
boundary has limits
and to frame and limit
human places and
activities. It is about
the need to recognize
human scale within the
built environment.
- Kelbaugh (1997)
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ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN

Architecture & Urban Design
Dennis Moss Partnership have always placed a high emphasis
on design philosophies and principles, from the macro level
through to the micro level, with sustainable design as one of
the key principles, when designing a building. It is seen as the
end result of a collection of design processes.
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ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN

SOUTHERN
AFRICAN WILDLIFE
COLLEGE

The college was planned and
constructed in collaboration
with local communities. Most
of the building work was
contracted to the Bushbuck
Ridge Builders Association
(a consortium of Murray
and Roberts and local
builders). Over the 18 month
construction period the
project provided employment
for an average of 200 people,
of whom 40% were women.

A project that demonstrates the

Park. The design ethos of the SAWC

benefits of an integrated multi-

embraces the principles of sustainable

disciplinary approach is the planning

architecture & received wide critical

and design of WWF’s Southern African

acclaim, including two industry

Wildlife College in the Kruger National

awards.

ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN

As the College is situated in the
pristine Lowveld environment,
great care was taken to minimise
environmental impact. Special
attention was paid to the selection
of materials to ensure that it could
be sourced locally; that the design
was in keeping with the indigenous
vernacular and that maintenance is
low.
A high priority was placed on
water and energy conservation
through the use of innovative solar
technology. Water consumption
levels are managed through the use
of water saving devices and the reusing of grey water for irrigation.

The South African Wildlife
College was inaugurated in
October 1995 by HRH Prince
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh

Left: HRH Prince Phillip &
Mr. Dennis Moss

Sustainable architecture
requires consideration
of biophysical, technical,
social & economic
aspects of sustainability.
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ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN

EDEN ISLAND
MAHE,
SEYCHELLES

The firm adopted a regional
architectural design approach
pertaining to Eden Island. In
particular, the ‘sensed qualities’
of place, history, craft, nature
and limits that provided historic
Seychelles and the tropic islands
of the region with their unique
qualities, inspired the design.

Eden Island is a 50ha man-made

This project, initiated by the

island located off the coast of Mahe,

Seychelles government and developed

the capital island of Seychelles. The

by the Eden Island Development

project includes the development

Company (Seychelles LTD), is

of a marina, commercial centre,

the single largest public private

offices, hotel and approximately 450

partnership undertaking by the

residential units.

Seychelles government.

The design of the buildings of Eden

The timeless and endearing

Island is in harmony with the building

characteristics of quality settlements

traditions of the island without

inspired and informed the design

copying it.

of Eden Island. Urban spaces
(streets and squares) are clearly

Influences by French, Indian and

defined by buildings of various sizes

Victorian settlers contributed to a very

and status and are enhanced by

distinct style, evident in the pitched

landscaped spaces.The seashore

roofs, the big verandas and the

is the quintessential boundary of

location of homes, designed around

Eden Island, large and small internal

the views and warm days.

waterways and harbours for small

ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN

craft were created to serve as public

and cycle routes and recreational

places similar to the squares and

amenities.

streets that provide historic villages
with their uniqueness, beauty and

Eden Island resonates with these

charm.

‘sense of place’ qualities - whether it
be in the structure of the homes, the

The functional and positive spaces

shutters, windows screens, the form of

created by internal harbours, channels

the buildings or whether it be natural

and the main marina are integrated

characteristics, such as the trees and

with a landscaped open space system

shrubs or the ocean. Eden Island will

including small beaches, pedestrian

truly live up to its name.
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In essence, enclosed water
bodies have functions similar
to urban squares. The marina,
for example, serves as the
‘main square’ of the settlement,
the main building complex
facing the marina incorporates
facilities similar to a complex of
buildings in a traditional village,
while basins and inlets serve as
the streets and squares.
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ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN

DE ZALZE
WINELANDS
GOLF ESTATE,
STELLENBOSCH

This development comprises an

which enhances heritage and culture,

eighteen hole golf course, 400

generates wealth for all stake-holders,

housing units, a hotel, a clubhouse,

helps meet social and economic

lodge and associated amenities. The

needs, and provides the infrastructure

vision for the development, including

to encourage new, community-

the neighbouring Spier Estate, was to

oriented lifestyles.

create a sustainable ‘micro-ecology’

The architectural philosophy behind

intimacy and community.

the overall layout of the development
and the detailed design guidelines

An important consideration in the

of individual structures is to create a

planning and design of De Zalze

unique village atmosphere.

Winelands Golf Estate was to
ensure that, when the project is

Drawing inspiration from small

fully developed, the visual impact of

European towns and from the rich

the land would be in harmony with

architectural tradition of Stellenbosch

the landscape thereby creating an

itself, the mastery of the development

‘environmental character’ which

plan lies in its balance between

would reflect the cultural & historical

public and private spaces, between

heritage of the Winelands.

individuality and convention, between

ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN

To ensure that the Estate is
appropriately rooted in the
landscape and architecture
of the Winelands, the five
important principles of
critical regionalism have been
incorporated into the overall
development plan and the
detail design of each structure.
Namely a sense of limits,
nature, craft, history & place.
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ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN

NOOITGEDACHT
VILLAGE,
STELLENBOSCH

Nooitgedacht Village will be an exciting

Village Walk represents a return to

mix of residential, commercial and

community life. The Village Walk is the

retail components that combine to

first portion of Nooitgedacht Village

create attractive, safe village living. It

to be developed and consists of 113

is set on a 25ha site that forms part of

separate title plot and plan homes

Nooitgedacht Estate in Stellenbosch.

around 145m2 each.

With it’s design inspiration drawn from
quaint historic European villages, The

ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN

Nooitgedacht Village will be an exciting mix of
residential, commercial and retail components that
combine to create attractive, safe village living.
The lifestyle features offer you everything that anyone
would want to find in a convenient, congenial village
environment. Here you can pop out for a cup of coffee
and a croissant from your local bakery, walk your
children to school through landscaped parks, work just
around the corner from home and shop at the Village
Market for your fresh farm-grown organic produce and
favourite Nooitgedacht Estate wine.
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ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN

ACORN CREEK
SOMERSET WEST

Consistent with policy and
legislation and, in particular the
policies of the City of Cape Town,
the central objective pursued in the
preparation of the urban design
framework is to promote and give
practical effect to sustainable
development and sustainability
which informed the planning /
design implementation and long
term management of the Acorn
Creek development.

Multi Spectrum Property Developments

outside Somerset West. The proposed

(MSP), a leading multidisciplinary

development comprises two distinct

residential developer in the Western

land use areas, a commercial /

Cape, appointed this office to undertake

institutional development along the R102

the planning and architectural

and the remainder residential area which

design of Acorn Creek, a mixed-use

would accommodate 414 houses to be

residential development situated just

developed in 8 phases.

ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN

This office was appointed

Town. Phase B comprises

by MSP to prepare a

five development blocks

design proposal and

consisting of numerous

motivation pertaining to

apartment buildings and a

the densification of Phase

retirement component.

B of Buh-Rein Estate, Cape

In essence the objective was
to prepare a new SDP which
would be aligned with the new
suite of planning legislation
that had come into effect on
1 January 2016. This had to
be done with due regard for
the large retirement centre of
approximately 472 apartments
and institutional facilities to be
to developed on Block 1 (located
between Lanzerac Avenue and
Buh-Rein Road).
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BUH-REIN ESTATE
CAPE TOWN
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ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN

JIMMEY INDUSTRIAL
AND MIXED USE
DEVELOPMENT
WINDHOEK,
NAMIBIA

Jimmey Property Group has
adopted Namibia Vision 2030 as
an overarching framework and its
business plans and operations are
aligned with Namibia’s National
Development Plan. Accordingly the
NDP4 is considered as a key planning
and strategic informant for the
planning and design process of the
proposed development.

This office was appointed by Jimmey

It includes an industrial/mixed-

Property Group to undertake the

used development of 420 erven

preparation of an urban design master

in the southern sector and a 1500

plan for a mixed use development in

unit (450 residential erven and

Windhoek, Namibia. The proposed

900 apartments/townhouses)

development is situated to the north

development in the northern sector.

of Windhoek on a 500ha site.

ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN
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AM WEINBERG
HOTEL
WINDHOEK,
NAMIBIA
This hotel is currently being designed
and is designated to be a major
tourist destination, specializing in
the promotion of the wine industry,
arts, culture and conferencing. Total
construction area is approximately
20 000 sq/m, consisting of a 40
room boutique hotel and restaurant,
50 private residential units, a chapel,
conference and function facilities, wine
tasting centre, coffee shop, five levels
of basement parking, and a gourmet
restaurant in the recently renovated Am
Weinberg estate house built in 1901 (a
national monument), all set amongst
private courtyards and terraced
gardens.
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ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN

OSONA VILLAGE
OKAHANDJA,
NAMIBIA

Preferred Land Development Holdings

town as a whole. The objective is to

(Pty) Ltd acquired approximately 1100

invest in the development of a new

ha of land at Osona, in Okahandja

settlement comprising approximately

municipal area, approximately 60km

10,000 dwellings, a vocational training

north of Windhoek, Namibia. The

campus, a light industrial area and

property is roughly equivalent to 50%

land for institutional and commercial

of the area of the land designated

buildings.

for urban development of Okahandja

ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN
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A further component is the preparation

from Okahandja (who own the land along

of a concept development plan for an

Osona’s northern boundary)

Innovation hub and associated land uses

The first development phase of the

(technology, residential, commercial)

Osona Villages is Osona Proper, to be

along the northern boundary of Osona

followed by the planning and design

for feasibility study purposes, being done

of 13 Extensions of maximum 300

in consultation with the Wugge family

subdivisions each.
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ZWELETHEMBA
SECONDARY
SCHOOL
WORCESTER

This office was appointed by the

The Zwelethemba secondary school

Western Cape Government to design

is located in Worcester and will

and oversee the construction of

accommodate 1480 learners in 32

two new schools, the Zwelethemba

classrooms, including 1 specialist

Secondary school and Tulbagh

classroom, 5 science labs, a

Primary school located in Worcester

computer lab, a multi-media centre, 2

and Tulbagh respectively.

multipurpose halls and administrative
offices.
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Tulbagh Primary school will
accommodate 1240 learners in 28
Classrooms, including 3 Specialist
classrooms, 4 Grade R classrooms, a
computer lab, a multi-media centre, a
multipurpose hall and administrative
offices.

TULBAGH
PRIMARY
SCHOOL
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ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN

WELGEVONDEN
ESTATE,
STELLENBOSCH

An ABSA DevCo development,

The development comprises

Welgevonden Estate sits on the

approximately 1200 houses ranging

Northern fringe of Stellenbosch.

from smaller lock-up-and-go
apartments to large 4-bedroom

With the Simonsberg mountain

houses, being developed in phases

range as its backdrop, this pedestrian

over a period of approximately 4

friendly estate offers both a safe &

years, with the final phase currently

secure environment to live in.

under development.

ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN

One of the fundamental principles

would comprise areas of various

guiding the planning and

densities ranging form single storey

development of Welgevonden is

homes to multi storey apartments.

that a neighbourhood area is to

The master plan makes provision for

be established that would be rich

coffee shops, convenience shopping,

in its diversity in terms of social

restaurants, small offices and other

composition. In the planning

compatible land-uses at the entrance

framework and development process

to the Welgevonden Estate.

provision was made that Welgevonden
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Narrow internal streets that
widen into village squares
and focal points reduces
traffic speed and makes the
estate a pedestrian friendly
development where the motor
vehicle does not dominate.
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ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN

DEVONVALE
GOLF ESTATE,
STELLENBOSCH

Devonvale is a world class

This office was responsible for the

championship golf course, working

refurbishment and extension of

wine farm and residential estate

the existing clubhouse, restaurant,

offering upmarket accommodation,

conference facilities & lodge and the

conferencing & event opportunities.

design of 80 additional resort homes
on the estate. Phase 3 is currently in
the planning & development stage.

ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN

The housing Estate’s first phase, left of

The second phase, consisting of 25

the 1st fairway, consists of a total of 55

units is situated on the Simonsberg

residential units. The design concept

side of the Golf Course, and built in a

is village-style living, with great care

U-shape around the entertainment

taken with regard to internal design

area, swimming pool, boles and

and privacy, while ensuring the best

volleyball courts.

views possible.
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Great care was taken
to design each home to
maximise space and ensure
privacy, while optimising
the views of the outdoors.
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ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN

SILVERWOOD
CLOSE,
SOMERSET WEST

Silverwood Close is an exclusive

offers understated elegance and

residential development situated in

stylish, contemporary Cape Vernacular

Parel Valley, Somerset West.

architecture, whilst exquisite focal
features and indigenous landscaping

Luxuriously appointed homes range
2

2

in size from 400m to 460m on
average 800m2 plots. The estate

provide a unique sense of place.

ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN

14 on Louw is a mixed-use development

for commercial purposes with the

located in the Stellenbosch CBD. It

second floor an upmarket penthouse

is situated adjacent the the historic

apartment. Parking can be found in the

Girl Guides Hall and the two buildings

form of 2 basement parking levels.

were sensitively incorporated into
a commercial aspect. The ground

The premisis is currently occupied by

and first floor of the building are

RMB Private Bank.
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14 on LOUW,
STELLENBOSCH
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ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN

FRANSCHHOEK
EMPOWERMENT
& DEVELOPMENT
INITIATIVE

A project which is widely recognized

and environmental considerations

on the international, national,

were successfully addressed, is the

provincial and local level as a role

Franschhoek Empowerment and

model Public/Private Partnerships

Development Initiative.

(PPP) DEVELOPMENT, where the
empowerment of South Africa’s
historically disadvantaged people

The first phase, The Riverside Lane,

A further 19 stately residential farm

This project was personally endorsed

an initial presentation of smaller

werfs, of around 4000 square meters

by Mr Nelson Mandela and enjoys

residential plots on the banks of the La

each, surrounded by vineyards olive

the support of the Development

Cotte stream, was sold out within two

groves & natural fynbos, are currently

Bank of South Africa, the Industrial

weeks of public offering. The second

on offfer. In addition to the residential

Development Corporation (IDC) and

phase consists of 58 Country Cottage

components of the Estate, an exclusive

the Department of Trade and Industry.

erven of between 450m2 and 1200m2,

boutique hotel, wellness spa, wine

known as ‘The Fynbos Village’.

emporium and sectional title estate
villas have been completed.

ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN

Weltevreden Hills is a residential
development situated on the Northern
urban edge of Stellenbosch. It will
consist of 50 luxury homes set in an
agricultural environment amongst
vineyards and olive groves.
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WELTEVREDEN
HILLS
STELLENBOSCH
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ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN

ASARA
WINE ESTATE,
STELLENBOSCH

Asara Wine Estate is situated in the
Stellenbosch Winelands. The project
included the design and development
of two boutique hotels with various
hospitality amenities, a wine cellar and
wine tasting faclities & associated farm
administrative buildings.

The construction works on Asara Wine

cellar building to accommodate farm

on the farm. Muted earth colours and

Estate comprised:

stall & demonstration kitchen, new

traditional materials such as Victorian

administration offices and alterations

s-profile corrugated iron roofs, thick

Two boutique hotels (36 rooms

to three exisiting farm cottages

plastered walls, vertical proportioned

in total), restaurants, function,

containing 11 staff accommodation

door and window openings and

conference & wine tasting faclities,

units.

naturally varnished timber doors,
sliding sash windows and carefully

alterations to existing finished
goods store and bottling plant, new

The buildings have been designed in

detailed pergola and balustrade details

goods store and bottling plant,

keeping with the architectural language

have been used that resonate regional

alterations to existing maturation

of Stellenbosch and existing buildings

Cape architecture.

ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN
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The scale of the buildings has been
broken down to sit comfortably in
the existing mature landscape and
harmonise with the existing buildings
on the farm.New landscape works
comprised the planting of new mature
trees, landscaped courtyards with
fountains, focal features and low walls
to enhance and complement the
character the buildings.
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LA CLÉMENCE
RETIREMENT
VILLAGE,
STELLENBOSCH

This project, situated just outside

Developed on approximately 9ha of

All residential units are single storey

land situated just outside Stellenbosch,

Stellenbosch, included the
development of a secure retirement
village consisting of 138 units, a
clubhouse and associated amenities
and a fully equipped health care centre.

and range from 91

m2

one bedroomed

The architecture and design of
“La Clémence” is a contemporary

this development consist of a secure

units to

retirement village of 138 residential

bedroomed luxury units. The general

architecture that is in harmony and

dwelling units, including 10 cottages,

urban design is based on the “woonerf

complement the local vernacular of

a 16-bed frailcare facility, 20 assisted

model” with landscaped streets and an

Stellenbosch.

living units, a clubhouse within the

open space system, which will focus on

existing manor house and a gatehouse.

the Blaauwklippen River.

166m2

and larger three

interpretation of regional Cape

ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN
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Focal features such as
fountains, traditional
Cape chimneys, low Cape
walls, pergolas, verandas,
indigenous planting and trees
to mention just a few, enhance
and complement the character
and promote a qualitative
development known for its
charm, beauty and ultimately
its own unique “sense of place”.
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THE SOMERSET,
RETIREMENT
VILLAGE
SOMERSET WEST

The Somerset Lifestyle & Retirement

It comprises 320 residential units on

Village is 16ha in extent and located

a combination of sectional title and

north and adjacent to the Sir

freehold erven, assisted living units,

Lowry’s Pass road in Somerset West

frail care facilities, a clubhouse and

approximately 5km from the centre of

related amenities.

Somerset West.

The Somerset is a premium lifestyle
and retirement village that meets all
practical and lifestyle requirements.
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VINEYARD
COUNTRY ESTATE,
SOMERSET WEST

Situated in Escallonia Street in
Heldervue, Somerset West. this
country estate consist of 34 plots,
with 17 plans to choose from, all
surrounding a central recreational area.
Construction of the first houses are
currently underway.

ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN

Hotel and retail centre located in the
coastal town of Hermanus along the
world renowned whale route. This
project is a critical set piece of the
urban renewal of the Hermanus “Old
Harbour” waterfront.
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QUARTERS HOTEL
HERMANUS
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KAROSHOEK
SOLAR THERMAL
VALLEY PARK,
UPINGTON

Emvelo, a leading South African blackowned green economy resources
company and its partners, have initiated
a unique large-scale Concentrated Solar
Power (CSP) development at Karoshoek
near Upington in the Northern Cape

UPINGTON - NORTHERNProvince
CAPE
- SOUTH
of South
Africa. AFRICA

The overarching vision for the

electricity. Karoshoek is located in the

(SDI) model.

Karoshoek Solar Thermal Valley

region with the highest solar radiation

This model is advocated by both the

Park is to contribute meaningfully

intensity in the world. Due to this

Northern Cape Provincial Government

to the renewable energy and green

comparative economic advantage,

and the //Khara Hais (Upington) Local

economy targets of the South

a 5GW Solar Corridor has been

Government as a strategy to unlock

African Government in a manner

designated over a part of this region in

meaningful benefit for the people of the

that simultaneously enhances socio-

the Northern Cape Provincial Spatial

Northern Cape and for the environment

economic development in the Northern

Development Framework, which is the

through innovative large-scale

Cape and, specifically, in the //Khara

governing policy of the province. The

development projects.

Hais Municipality where the project

Karoshoek site sits at the epi-centre of

is located. Accordingly, the goal is to

this Solar Corridor.

The Karoshoek SDI is implemented
through a number of site-specific

develop and operate the best-practice
CSP plants at Karoshoek, capable of

Karoshoek Solar Valley Park is being

programmes managed by Emvelo

generating 1.1GW of round-the-clock,

developed in accordance with the

together with a representative

clean and dispatchable solar thermal

Sustainable Development Initiative

community trust.
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The SDI programmes comprise a

The projects include a green corporate

and a school; a resort facility for use

range of sustainable development

office zone to serve the Northern Cape

by the surrounding communities and

projects, which collectively provide

Solar Corridor; a world-class solar

tourists visiting the area; and a solar

the infrastructural and managerial

thermal academy; research and skills

thermal visitor and exhibition centre

support base for the CSP projects

development centre; a light industrial

that will, over time, develop into a key

and, importantly, serve as catalysts

zone for solar thermal manufacture

component of the Green Kalahari

for the broad community-supporting

and component assembly; a riverside

tourism product.

objectives of Emvelo and its partners.

estate with lodges; conference facilities
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LAGOONBAY
LIFESTYLE ESTATE
GEORGE

This office prepared the urban design
and landscaping master plan for
LagoonBay Lifestyle Estate to be
developed along the Garden Route, one
of South Africa’s premier tourism and
golfing destinations.

This proposed development will
serve as the economic driver of the
Hoogekraal Sustainable Development
Initiative (HSDI), a broad based
community initiative that gives
practical effect to the ideal of
improving human well-being whilst
protecting and enhancing the integrity
of the natural environment in the
region. An alternative agricultural
based development proposal is
currently being prepared by this office.

ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN

It is envisaged that an “integrated green
system” will be established for the
proposed Phase 2 development, comprising
landscaped open spaces and a number of
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ARABELLA
GOLF ESTATE,
BOTRIVIER

water features that will be effectively linked,
or integrated, with natural areas through
ecological corridors.

The proposed Phase 2 development

planning and design principles that

Recreational and Sport Facilities

will constitute the following:

promote qualitative “place-making”

The primary aim of this programme is
to develop amenities that will facilitate

Championship Golf Course

Environmental Management &

sustainable recreation use of the

An 18-hole championship golf course

Education Centre

property and its surroundings.

and golf academy will be developed as

The centre will serve as a “portal”

a primary element.

to the natural areas of the property,
Rooisand Nature Reserve, and as such,

Resort Housing

to the Kogelberg Biosphere Reserve as

Development of 350 resort-housing

a whole.

units in accordance with site-specific
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HIGHVELD
MIXED-USE
DEVELOPMENT,
BLOEMFONTEIN

A first-of-its-kind for the area, Highfield

Kimberly road. It will comprise over

has been designed with a view to

30 000sqm of commercial and retail

create a community hub of commerce,

space as well as a 400 unit residential

leisure & residential. This exciting new

component covering a wide variety of

development is situated 10km outside

options, ranging from bachelor units

of Bloemfontein in the Western

to 2 bedroom loft apartments as well

nodal development of the city on the

as a retirement component.

The development will operate
as a ‘mini-village’, including a
variety of shops, office space,
a private medical facility, a
gym as well as various social
and entertainment facilities.

ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN

This R235 million mixed-use

the perfect location in the fast growing

development comprises approximately

Tyger Valley node. With effortless

12 000m2 of office space, 210

access from the major highways, it is

residential units and 21 single

also within easy reach of Cape Town

residential erven. Framed by the

CBD, the airport, the winelands and

Stellenbosch mountains and Tygerberg

surrounds.

Hills, Bella Rosa Village commands
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BELLA ROSA
VILLAGE,
CAPE TOWN
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WALMER MIXED
USED CENTRE,
PORT ELIZABETH

Situated in the Walmer neighbourhood
in Port Elizabeth, the centre
offers convenient living in a mix
use residential and commercial
environment, in accordance with the
policy requirements of the Nelson
Mandela Bay Municipality.

ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN
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The building accommodates up-

The complex of more than 35 000m2

kitchen, 1 full bathroom, a direct

market retail shops, cafe’s, restaurants,

terrace styled apartments on the

telephone line and satellite TV facilities.

a pharmacy, a medical and dental

third floor is comprised of flats and

The quality of the apartments are

centre on the ground floor, storage

1-3 bedroom apartments, some with

enhanced by landscaped courtyards,

units in the basement, as well as a

penthouse lofts. All apartments have

complete with water features, pergolas,

hotel, modern luxury apartments, a

a covered balcony area and include an

grassed areas and trees, creating a

gym and office space above the shops.

open-plan living-dining area, furnished

“living roof” environment.
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ABSA BANK
BUILDING,
STELLENBOSCH

In 1993 Absa Bank appointedDMP to
design a high quality banking facility in
Stellenbosch. The building comprises
5 stories with a total construction
area of 7200m2 and two levels of
basement parking was completed on
15 December 1994.

A full archaeological report on the site,
after the demolition of the volkskas
building, was commisioned by ABSA
properties.
Mr Hennie Vos, of the Stellenbosch
Museum, led the team & pointed out
the flow of the original “meulsloot” (see
right) & the old foundations of the 1875
buildings on which the facades of the
new building were modeled.

ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN

The Bergzicht Plaza complex is a
commercial & residential development
in the heart of the Stellenbosch CBD.
It has significantly contributed to the
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BERGZICHT
PLAZA,
STELLENBOSCH

improvement of the built environment
of the northern edge of the town’s
historic core.

The development comprises a building
complex of 16293m2 on 3 levels with
a partial fourth level. The ground floor
level provides for 2200m2 of retail
space, while the 2nd - 4th levels house
111 specially designed residential
apartments. Different unit types have
been designed to make up a selection
of Studio/Bachelor, one, two, three or
four bedroom apartments.
The complex was designed to
complement and enhance the
architectural language of Stellenbosch
and its historic area. The scale of the
complex was broken down into smaller
semi-clustered buildings aranged
around walkways and a central
courtyard, which serves as a “village
square”.
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STELLENBOSCH
HISTORIC CORE
URBAN DESIGN

In line with the holistic approach to

One such project is the urban design of

our work, a number of urban design

the historic core area of Stellenbosch,

projects have been undertaken

South Africa’s oldest rural town, where

where planning and design have been

the challenge is to harmonise the

integrated.

pressures brought about by population
and economic growth with a sensitive
and rigid historic built environment.

ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN

One of the state subsidised housing

This housing development received

projects within Kayamandi is consists

a National Housing award in 2004

of 175 housing units which was

from the Institute of Housing of South

completed in 2003.

Africa (IHSA) for the best housing
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KAYAMANDI
HOUSING,
STELLENBOSCH

development in the category ‘Project of
the year’.

The project won because,
according to the judges, it has
‘created an urban structure
that is conducive to a quality
living environment’.
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KAYAMANDI
URBAN
RENEWAL,
STELLENBOSCH

DMP was appointed by Stellenbosch
Municipality to undertake the planning
and design work relating to the Town
Centre housing project. The project
comprises approximately 1000
units, mainly 2-3 storey Community
Residential Units.

ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN

In 2003, Stellenbosch Municipality
purchased a portion of the
neighbouring farm, ‘Watergang’ in
order to provide land for the extension
of Kayamandi.

The land was purchased to provide

development of housing and the

for a variety of projects in accordance

relocation of families housed in

with the municipality’s Integrated

informal structures to permanent

Sustainable Human Settlement

homes. The development will be

programme for Kayamandi. This

completed over 3 phases, with Phase 1

allowed for, amongst others, the

currently under construction.
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KAYAMANDI
WATERGANG,
STELLENBOSCH
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KAYAMANDI
TOURISM
CORRIDOR,
STELLENBOSCH

The Kayamandi Tourism Centre is
part of a larger project vision known
as the ‘Kayamandi Tourism and
Economic Corridor’ which serves to
develop the town centre of Kayamandi,
provide sporting facilities & integrate
Kayamandi into the surrounding
communities.

Situated at the entrance to Kayamandi,

The centre includes an anti-apartheid

Timber poles, corrugated iron, earth

the Kayamandi Tourist Centre is a

museum, amphitheater, restaurant,

tones with a contrasting red are used in

unique tourist development envisaged

internet café as well as formal and

combination with textures to respond

as a catalyst for social change, racial

informal kiosks. The architecture

to the African context.

tolerance as well as a centre that

responds to its context using

will promote cultural expression and

structures with Cape Vernacular forms

economic development in Kayamandi.

to create traditionally formed spaces.

ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN
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KAYAMANDI
THUSONG
CENTRE,
STELLENBOSCH

A Thusong Centre, formerly known
as Multi-purpose community centre,
is a one stop destination providing
integrated services and information
from government to communities
close to where they live.

The Thusong Centre will be linked
to the existing Tourism Corridor
building with a pedestrian bridge,
forming a gateway to Kayamandi and
the northern part of Stellenbosch.
The architectural style will be Cape
vernacular and similar in style to the
Tourism Corridor building. The centre
will consist of:
1.

Government social and
administrative services

2.

Office services

3.

Education and Skills Development
Services

4.

Local Economic Development

5.

Business Services

6.

Information & Communication
Services

7.

Library

8.

Police Services
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2010 VIEWING
STADIUMS,
STELLENBOSCH
MUNICIPALITY

Stellenbosch Municipality enlisted
the help of DMP to upgrade nine local
sport fields located in previously
disadvantaged areas and convert the
run-down and inadequate facilities into
qualitative community stadiums.

The objective is to:
•

Ensure that the upgraded
stadiums would serve the needs of
local communities in the long term.

•

Incorporate the upgrading of the
facilities into a programme of
urban renewal aimed at instilling
a sense of pride and dignity in
previously disadvantaged areas.

ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN

The N2 Gateway Housing Pilot

pilot project is constructed along the

Project is the largest housing project

N2 freeway, located between the city

initiated by the National Department

centre and Cape Town International

of Housing, in collaboration with the

Airport. The office of DMP was

provincial government and the City

requested to prepare a design for

of Cape Town. The project is spread

Phase 2 of the pilot project.
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N2 GATEWAY
PILOT PROJECT,
CAPE TOWN

over a vast area on various sites. The

Phase 2 involves the site known as
Joe Slovo in Langa, on a narrow strip
of land which has long been occupied
by informal houses. The development
was undertaken as a public-private
partnership between M5 Housing,
First National Bank and the National
Department of Housing.
The design consists of the following:
•

Community facilities such as
Churches, Markets, Schools and
sporting facilities

•

The integration of Langa through
a series of bridges/ buildings with
the neighbouring community of
Bridgetown

•

390 Medium Income Sectional
title apartments and 111 Medium
Income Houses (Credit linked)

•

142 Double storey and 37 Single
storey low cost houses (BNG)
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THE VISION
VILLAGE,
CAPE TOWN

This project, which is the second
project constructed in the N2 gateway
Pilot Project, demonstrated how a
qualitative living environment could be
created by designing innovatively and
economically.

The project comprises 43 medium

Unit sizes range between 43sqm

internal courtyards. This allows people

income units consisting of :

and 115sqm and have been placed

to live out onto the street or courtyards.

around a central pedestrian friendly

The design provides for buildings to

•

25 houses

courtyard where there is a grassed

be extended over time , this can be

•

13 Sectional title apartments

area and covered areas. Houses

undertaken by adding internal lofts,

•

5 Sectional title houses

have been placed close to the street

external extensions attached to the

edge to promote a formal street edge

main structure and separate bed sitter

and space to accommodate formal

additions.

backyard extensions and private

ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN

The Lanquedoc Land Reform &
Housing Project was a joint project
between the Department of Land
Affairs, Cape Winelands District
Municipality, Anglo American Farms
and the beneficiary community,
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LANQUEDOC
HOUSING
PROJECT,
BOSCHENDAL

represented by the Lanquedoc
Housing Association.

Through this partnership project

settlement to develop in a qualitative

166 existing low-cost houses were

manner. During October 2006, the

upgraded and 444 new single

Lanquedoc Land Reform/Housing

title low to medium cost houses,

Project received a Special Merit Award

ranging from basic one bedroom to

from the Southern African Housing

3-bedroom units. In addition, a church,

Foundation for an all-inclusive farm

multi-purpose hall, sports fields

tenure housing project encompassing

and a commercial component were

ownership and a good quality

developed. ,The houses were designed

living environment for the farming

to facilitate extension, and to allow the

community at Lanquedoc.

The main objectives of the
housing development was to
provide affordable housing in
the beautiful Dwarsriver Valley,
and to create a unique and
qualitative sense of place.
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MOOIWATER
VILLAGE,
FRANSCHHOEK

The Mooiwater village project is widely

and environmental considerations

recognised on the international,

were successfully addressed through

national, provincial and local level as a

the Franschhoek Empowerment &

role model Public/Private Partnerships

Development Initiative (FEDI).

(PPP). This is a project where the
empowerment of South Africa’s
historically disadvantaged people

The Mooiwater village project is widely

Franschhoek Empowerment and

This project was personally endorsed

recognised on the international,

Development Initiative .

by Mr. Nelson Mandela and enjoyed

national, provincial and local level as a

The Franschhoek Empowerment

the support of the Development Bank

role model Public/Private Partnerships

and Development Initiative (FEDI) is

of South Africa and the Department

(PPP) Development where the

a unique approach to land reform,

of Trade and Industry. Phase 1 of the

empowerment of South Africa’s

provision of housing, and provision of

Mooiwater low-cost housing project

historically disadvantaged people

previously disadvantaged communities

entailed the construction of 750

and environmental considerations

with access to, and participation in, the

houses for previously disadvantaged

were successfully addressed, is the

mainstream economy.

people of town of Franschhoek.

ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN
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Left: Mr. John Samuel (past CEO of
The Nelson Mandela Foundation), Mr.
Willie Meyer (Mayor of Stellenbosch)
and Dr. Franklin Sonn (chairman of
FRANDEVCO) with Mooiwater children

Once a squatter camp
nicknamed ‘Vietnam’, today
Mooiwater is a friendly
neighbourhood that
successfully demonstrates
that qualitative urban
environments can be created at
affordable cost levels, and could
become a model for sustainable
land reform in South Africa.
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JAMESTOWN
URBAN DESIGN,
STELLENBOSCH

Stellenbosch Municipality initiated

The objective was to enhance the

an urban renewal and development

qualitative dimension of Jamestown

process for Jamestown as a whole

and to create the conditions that would

that would provide development

help put Jamestown on a sustainable

opportunities for existing land owners

development path.

and that provided for new extensions.

As part of the Jamestown development

such as environmental, (bio-physical

strategy, DMP was commissioned

and energy) landscaping, architecture,

by the municipality to assist them in

urban design, planning, and socio

the preparation of an urban design

economic considerations.

framework for a new extension
of Jamestown that addresses

The development is aimed for the

development context, various

middle to lower income sector and

development scales and dimensions

approximately 500 units will be built.

ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN

DMP has, as part of it regional planning

housing, while at the same time being

responsibilities, identified the need

in a position to remain in the domain of

to provide small nodal settlements

the economic agricultural sector.

in rural areas to create opportunities
for rural people, especially those who
had been disadvantaged by historic
injustices, to obtain access to land and

PAGE 63

RURAL
DEVELOPMENT:
VLOTTENBURG,
DE NOVO & FORT
DONALD

DE NOVO

Three examples of development
nodes of this nature, that are in the
planning stage, is Vlottenburg in the
Cape Winelands (near Stellenbosch),
De Novo close to the metropolitan
boundary of the City of Cape Town, and
Fort Donald in the Eastern Cape.

VLOTTENBURG

FORT DONALD

Such new settlements would, in
addition to providing housing,
also serve as service centres for
local population and can fill
a critical dimension of a rural
development strategy.

PAGE 64

INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT PLANNING

Integrated Development Planning
We believe that the degree to which sustainable development is achieved will
depend on how well the overall landscape is managed. This requires co-ordinated
land-use planning and defining and implementing development options that will
ensure that human needs are met in a sustainable way.

In order to provide structure to the complex process of planning (where the
needs of people and the carrying capacity of ecosystems are juxtaposed)
we differentiate between four primary levels of planning namely, local level,
bioregional level, national level and international level.
Examples of planning tasks undertaken by this office in the recent past, in
which the bioregional planning approach and the establishment of Biosphere
Reserves have played a leading role, are the:
- Western Cape Bioregional Planning Framework
- West Coast Sub-Regional Structure Plan
- West Coast Integrated Development Plan
- Cederberg Integrated Development Framework
- Cape West Coast Biosphere Reserve
- Cederberg Biosphere Reserve
- Western Cape Coastal Zone Policy
- Winelands District Council Integrated
- Development Framework : Spatial Plan
- Overberg District Municipality Integrated
- Development Framework

INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT PLANNING

This office was appointed by the
Provincial Administration of the
Western Cape to prepare a bioregional
planning framework for the province
to serve as a basis for the preparation
of integrated development plans on
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WESTERN CAPE
BIOREGIONAL
PLANNING
FRAMEWORK

provincial, district and local levels.

Aims to achieve the following:

Development Plans (SDPs).

municipalities in respect of issues
that are of mutual interest for their

a) Provide a standard format the

c) Facilitate the land-use classification

respective areas of jurisdiction (refer to

implementation of bioregional planning

of the entire land surface of the

inter alia issues pertaining to land-use,

with the aim to facilitate sustainable

Western Cape Province in a standard

biodiversity conservation, and resource

development throughout the Western

format in accordance with defined

utilisation).

Cape Province.

Spatial Planning Categories (SPCs),
which are based on a broad spectrum

e) Provide a framework that

b) Support the municipalities in

of environmental parameters and a

would inform any future municipal

the preparation of their Integrated

system of values and ethics.

demarcation with the aim to reconcile
future municipal boundaries with

Development Plans (IDPs) and, in
particular, their Spatial Development

d) Facilitate cross-boundary co-

Frameworks (SDFs) and any Spatial

operation and co-ordination between

defined bioregional parameters.
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WESTERN CAPE
COASTAL ZONE
POLICY

The Provincial Government of the

The purpose of this document is to put

Western Cape appointed this firm to

forward a clear policy for development

prepare a Coastal Zone Policy for the

in the coastal zone and provide a

whole of the Western Cape’s coastline.

framework for the management of
the coastal zone in accordance with a
bioregional planning and management
approach.

In the above regard, the Coastal Zone

for investment in sustainable

costly delays in conflict resolution and

Policy is to facilitate the following:

development, which could lead

litigation.

to economic development and
a) Enhancing public awareness,

consequential social upliftment of

e) Creating the scope for public-

appreciation and sustainable use of the

coastal communities.

private-community partnerships
pertaining to the management of the

coast and its resources.
d) Promoting and implementing

coastal zone.

b) Contributing to the empowerment of

practical and widely endorsed

authorities that co-ordinate and have a

strategies and development guidelines,

f) Providing a framework for the

responsibility to promote sustainable

which will contribute to the submission

implementation of a provincial Coastal

coastal development and management

of appropriate development

Management Programme.

within their area of jurisdiction.

applications that can be relatively

c) Creating the conditions

quickly approved without enduring

INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT PLANNING
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WEST COAST
SPATIAL PLAN

This office was responsible for the
drafting of the West Coast Subregional
Structure Plan, the first of its kind in
the Province.

The aim of the study was to establish
a policy framework within which
development and conservation could
be managed in regional context.
The key proposals formulated through
this study were:
a) To address the conservation and
development challenges within the
framework of bioregional planning
principles and;
b) To manage land-use and
development planning issues in
accordance with UNESCO’S Man
and the Biosphere (MaB) program
principles.
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CAPE WEST
COAST
BIOSPHERE
RESERVE

The Cape West Coast
Biosphere stretches
northward from Diep River
in Cape Town, South Africa
to the Berg River and covers
378000 hectares of coastal
lowland plains.

During 1995 the West Coast District
Council appointed this firm to assist
the Council with the planning of the
proposed West Coast Biosphere
Reserve.

An application for the registration of
the biosphere reserve was submitted
to UNESCO during December 1999,
the local and provincial government
completed the formal designation
procedure in November 2000 and
it was ratified by the Minister of
Environment and Tourism.

INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT PLANNING

DMP was appointed to prepare the
Winelands Integrated Development
Framework (WIDF) and more
specifically to prepare the Winelands
Spatial Development Plan in terms
of the Province’s Planning and
Development Act.
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WINELANDS
SPATIAL PLAN
+ INTEGRATED
DEVELOPMENT
FRAMEWORK

The Winelands Integrated

achieves sustainable development by

b) It lays down strategies, proposals

Development Framework (WIDF)

recognising the relationship between

and guidelines for the future spatial

serves as the overarching policy

biodiversity conservation, human well-

development of the Boland District.

framework in terms of which planning,

being and economic efficiency, within a

design and development actions are to

geographical area’.

limited to, development objectives,

be undertaken in the former Winelands
District Council on 26 October 2000.
The WIDF supports the provincial

This includes, without being

The WIDF is supported by the

proposals for land reform, urban

Winelands Spatial Plan (WSP), the

renewal, reconstruction, integration,

basic aims of which are the following:

environmental planning, transport
planning, infrastructure planning, and

definition on bioregional planning
namely that bioregional planning is

a) It indicates the spatial implications

‘planning and land development that

of the WIDF.

urban design.
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INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT PLANNING

CAPE
WINELANDS
BIOSPHERE
RESERVE

The Cape Winelands Biosphere
Reserve is located in the Western Cape
Province of South Africa approximately
40 km east of Cape Town, and was
approved on the 18th September 2007
by UNESCO MaB Programme.

The Biosphere Reserve
extends from the Kogelberg
Biosphere Reserve in the
south, northwards along the
Cape Fold Belt Mountain
Chain and the adjoining
valleys constituting the Cape
Winelands. The Biosphere
Reserve incorporates key
portions of the registered
Cape Floral Region Protected
Areas World Heritage Site.

The Biosphere Reserve is

manufacturing, tourism, forestry,

of the Cape Floral Region Protected

characterised by a mosaic of diverse

real estate, and business services.

Areas World Heritage Site and its

ecosystems and physiographic

Agriculture forms the backbone of

associated ecosystems;

environments, and a gradation of land-

the economy with most of the other

uses and human settlement patterns

sectors being dependent on its strong

b) provision of a sustained flow of

associated with the world-renowned

backward and forward linkages.

high-quality water to adjoining regions
(including the Cape West Coast) and

Cape Winelands viticultural landscape.
The area includes an array of historic

The key management focal areas of the

towns, hamlets and farmsteads, which

Biosphere Reserve include:

the City of Cape Town; and
c) promotion of sustainable

are home to approximately 320 024
people. Main economic activities

a) coordination of conservation

development in order to alleviate

in the area include agriculture,

activities with the focus on protection

poverty and inequality.

INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT PLANNING

In 1997 this firm was appointed by the
West Coast District Council to prepare
the Cederberg Spatial Development
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CEDERBERG
SPATIAL PLAN

Framework. (Approved by the
Provincial Administration without any
amendments during 1999)

The primary goal of
the Cederberg Spatial
Development Framework
is to create a basis for
sustainable development
that brings human
wellbeing, economic growth
and environmental integrity
into balance with each other.

The Cederberg Spatial Development

Framework (prepared by this office)

Framework was formulated within

is the establishment of a biosphere

the context of the West Coast Sub-

reserve in this area.

regional Structure Plan, by applying
bio-regional planning principles in

This proposal has its roots in the West

order to promote the sustainable

Coast Sub-regional Structure Plan

development of the region.

and forms part of a possible system
of biosphere reserves in the fynbos

One of the proposals formulated in

biome as a whole as is envisaged by

the Cederberg Spatial Development

Cape Nature Conservation.
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INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT PLANNING

SOUTH
AFRICAN
NATIONAL
PARKS

During the 1980’s and 1990’s this
office assisted the National Parks
Board of South Africa with the planning
and implementation of new national
parks and/or protected areas.

Projects include the West
Coast National Park, the
Knysna Lake Area, the
Richtersveld Contractual
National Park on the banks
of the Orange River, and
various ad hoc projects and
studies relating to regional
development planning
in context of the National
Parks Board’s mandate.

INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT PLANNING

Dennis Moss Partnership Inc. and
Urban-Econ were appointed by the
uMkhanyakude District Municipality
(Kwa-Zulu Natal) in December 2001 to
prepare a Tourism Development Plan
for the uMkhanyakude District.
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UMKHANYAKUDE
TOURISM
DEVELOPMENT
PLAN

The Tourism Development Plan

of the uMkhanyakude District in

neighbourhood / community areas

was to guide all tourism planning,

a sustainable manner within the

recognising the traditions and values

promotion, management and financial

context of the IDP. It recognises

of the people living in such areas.

decision-making in the district for a

and incorporates tourism-related

five-year period. The planning area is

programmes and projects and align

The document provides guidelines

one of South Africa’s primary tourist

the tourism management of the

for the land-use classification of the

destinations and includes the world-

uMkhanyakude District with various

entire land surface of the district

renowned St Lucia Wetland Park

national legislative guidelines.

in accordance with defined Spatial
Planning Categories. It ultimately

(a World Heritage Site), the unique
Northern-Zululand coastline, and

It also serves as a framework for

provides an opportunity to affected

various game reserves (including

promoting cross-boundary co-

communities, tourism role players,

Mkuze and Hluhluwe-Umfolozi).

ordination and co-operation, and

and Category B municipalities to be

for the delimitation of a cluster

involved in the promotion, planning

The document serves as both a

biosphere reserve system in the

and management of tourism in a

framework for promoting a concensus

region. In addition, it serves as a basis

structured manner.

approach to managing the resources

for the delimitation and planning of

PAGE 74

INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT PLANNING

NUWEJAARS
WETLAND
SPECIAL
MANAGEMENT
AREA

The Nuwejaars Wetland SMA was the

As a result of its huge potential to

b) Promote the sustainable use of the

give meaningful effect to biodiversity

biodiversity products of the wetlands and

conservation, carbon sequestration

associated natural habitats to the extent

and enhancement of social capital, the

that they would fulfil a meaningful role as

Nuwejaars Wetland SMA has received

part of the economy of the subject area.

first of its kind to be established in South
Africa. The SMA has evolved into an
exemplary integrated and partnershipbased model for the management of
private farmland where conservationworthy natural manifestations occur.

a grant of € 2 million from the German
Federal Ministry for the Environment,

c) Promote the diversification of the uses

Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety

of the wetlands and associated natural

through the United Nations Development

habitats and the intensive agricultural

Program (UNDP). This is the first

areas that form part of the SMA so as to

initiative of its kind to receive a grant of

optimise the financial benefits that could

this nature and extent.

be generated from the subject area.

The overarching aim of the SMA is to:

d) Promote sustainability in all forms of
agriculture to be undertaken on the high-

a) Restore the wetlands and associated

potential soils within the subject area.

natural habitats in the subject area to
the extent that they would optimally fulfil

e) Promote the well-being of all people

their systemic functions.

living in the subject area as an imperative
for sustainable development.

The SMA model is
supported by a host of key
role-players including the
Department of Agriculture,
SANParks, CapeNature,
SANBI (South African
National Biodiversity
Institute), and ABI
(Agulhas Biodiversity
Initiative).

INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT PLANNING

This company was appointed in 2012
by the Northern Cape Provincial
Government to prepare a Spatial
Development Framework which would
serve as a common spatial vision and
strategy for future development and
management of the province.
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NORTHERN CAPE
PROVINCIAL
SPATIAL
DEVELOPMENT
FRAMEWORK

The Northern Cape Province is a

Framework (PSDF) is the end-product

c) Basis for prioritising governmental

unique part of the globe. This is

of an 18-month planning process

programmes and projects.

primarily due to its rich endowment

jointly commissioned by the Office of

d) Premise for governmental

of natural, cultural, economic and

the Premier of the Northern Cape and

performance management.

human resources. As a consequence,

the Department of Rural Development

e) Manual for integrated land-use

the province has become an

and Land Reform to address the

planning.

international economic, scientific

challenges, implement innovative

and environmental focal area, as

and best-practice strategies, give

The approval of the PSDF in terms

is demonstrated by inter alia the

effect to global obligations, and foster

of the Northern Cape Planning and

designation of the Square Kilometre

partnerships in the Northern Cape.

Development Act 7 of 1998 means

Array (SKA) project, UNESCO’s

Approved on 22 August 2012, the

that the PSDF has statutory status

registration of the Richtersveld

overarching functions of the PSDF are

as the common spatial vision and

Botanical and Landscape World

to serve as a:

strategy around which to align the

Heritage Site, and the growing

a) Spatial land-use directive which

future development and management

investors’ interest in the Gamagara

aims to promote environmental,

of the province. Compliance with

Development Corridor. The Northern

economic, and social sustainability

the PSDF in this regard is therefore

Cape Provincial Development

through sustainable development.

mandatory.

and Resource Management Plan

b) Guideline for instilling a

/ Provincial Spatial Development

developmental state.
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INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT PLANNING

FREE STATE
PROVINCIAL
SPATIAL
DEVELOPMENT
FRAMEWORK

The Office of the Premier of the Free
State and the Department of Rural
Development and Land Reform jointly
appointed Dennis Moss Partnership
to prepare a Provincial Spatial
Development Framework for the Free
State (PSDF)

• Serves as a manual for integration
and standardisation of the planning
frameworks of all spheres of
government in the Province.
The Free State Provincial Growth and
Development Strategy states that
sustainable economic development
is the only effective means by which
the most significant challenge of the
Free State, namely poverty, can be
addressed is. The PSDF gives practical
effect to sustainable development,
which is defined as development
that meets the needs of the present
generation without compromising the
ability of future generations to meet
their own needs.
The PSDF is prepared in accordance
with bioregional planning principles
The Free State PSDF is a policy

such land-use should take place, and

document that promotes a

how it should be implemented and

‘developmental state’ in accordance

managed. In broad terms, the PSDF:

with national and provincial legislation
and directives. It aligns with the

• Indicates the spatial implications of

Free State Provincial Growth and

the core development objectives of

Development Strategy which has

the Free State Provincial Growth and

committed the Free State to ‘building

Development Strategy.

a prosperous, sustainable and

• Serves as a spatial plan that

growing provincial economy which

facilitates local economic development.

reduces poverty and improves social

• Lays down strategies, proposals and

development’.

guidelines as it relates to sustainable
development.

The PSDF includes comprehensive

• Facilitates cross-boundary co-

plans and strategies that collectively

operation between municipalities,

indicate which type of land-use should

adjoining provinces, and bordering

be promoted in the Province, where

countries.

that were adapted to suit the sitespecific requirements of the Free State.
It incorporates and complies with
the relevant protocols, conventions,
agreements, legislation and policy at all
applicable levels of planning, ranging
from the international to the local.
The PSDF builds upon achievements
and learns from mistakes of the past,
reacts to the challenges of our time,
incorporates the traditional knowledge
of the people of the Free State, and
builds upon international best-practice
and technology.

INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT PLANNING

The Department of Rural Development and Land
Reform in collaboration with the Witzenberg
Municipality appointed this office to draft a
Spatial Development Framework (SDF) for the
Witzenberg Municipal area. On 13 December
2012, the Witzenberg SDF was approved in
terms of the Municipal Systems Act 32 of 2000.

The SDF is an
expression of the
mental image, vision
and aspirations which
the people of the
Witzenberg have for
their area.
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WITZENBERG
MUNICIPALITY
SPATIAL
DEVELOPMENT
FRAMEWORK

The Witzenberg Local Municipality is

In essence the SDF indicates which

located within the Cape Winelands

type of development should be

District Municipality and covers

allowed in the Municipality, where

approximately 50% of the district.

it should take place, and how such

The Witzenberg is characterised

development should be undertaken.

by a unique diversity of landscapes

Accordingly, the SDF was prepared in

and areas that have historically

compliance with bioregional planning

been identified such as the Warm

principles that were adapted to suit

Bokkeveld, Koue Bokkeveld, Tankwa

the site-specific requirements of the

and Ceres Karoo and the Land van

Witzenberg Municipality.

Waveren.
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INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT PLANNING

//KHARA HAIS
MUNICIPALITY
SDF

The //Khara Hais Municipality SDF
includes comprehensive plans and
strategies, which collectively indicate
which type of development should be
promoted in the municipality, where
it should take place, and how such
development should be undertaken.

In this regard, the SDF would include

b) Utilising and unlocking the latent

c) Enhance the quality of development

plans and guidelines regarding the

value of vacant municipal land through

throughout the municipality in

following key aspects:

an innovative partnership approach

accordance with the principles of

to property development (refer to the

‘critical regionalism’. Architectural

a) Restructuring urban development so

SDI approach previously mentioned)

and landscaping guidelines would be

as to utilise and incorporate the banks

with the objective to support LED in a

provided to guide the planning and

of the Orange River into the urban

lasting and meaningful manner.

design of all development.

environment.

INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT PLANNING

This office, as specialist sustainability
consultant, formed part of an international
team of consultants, to prepare a
comprehensive master plan for the Sir
Seretse Khama International Airport
(SSKIA) in Gaborone, Botswana.

The main objective of the master

in the global aviation industry.

plan is to promote the central aims
of the Government of Botswana

The project was undertaken

in order to ensure that the well-

in a manner that would be

being of the people of Botswana is

exemplary in giving practical

improved whilst the integrity of the

effect to sustainable development,

natural environment is protected

consistent with the policies,

and enhanced.

protocols and international
commitments of the Botswana

The integrated planning of the

government and the national

1,000 hectare “Airside & Landside”

development challenges.

components of the airport
explored the potential for the
strategic development of SSKIA as
an “Aerotropolis” and Hub Airport
in context of the emerging trends
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SIR SERETSE KHAMA
INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT
GABARONE,
BOTSWANA
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INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT PLANNING

DRAFTING OF A
NATIONAL MaB
STRATEGY FOR
ETHIOPIA

DMP has been commissioned by

In essence the strategy is to serve

evaluate the desirability and feasibility of

zones of biosphere reserves and in

as a ‘roadmap’ and national policy

proposed biosphere reserves and their

surrounding areas, in order to stimulate

towards the nomination and eventual

implementation.

community development and mobilize

establishment of biosphere reserves

b) Guidelines for key aspects of

private funds, from business, NGOs and

as a mechanism towards promoting

biosphere reserve management,

foundations for the benefit of biosphere

sustainability of the environment which

including the resolution of conflicts,

reserves.

should, in turn, promote the well-being

provision of local benefits, and

of, in particular, the rural communities

involvement of stakeholders in decision-

d) Criteria for selection and prioritization

and the associated economy.

making and in management functions.

of biosphere reserves.

The strategy includes the following:

c) Guidelines that would encourage

e) Information needs and the processes

a) Recommended implementation

private sector initiatives to establish and

of dialogue required to set up a future

indicators, i.e. a check list of actions that

maintain environmentally and socially

biosphere reserve.

would enable all involved to assess and

sustainable activities in appropriate

UNESCO to prepare a national
MaB strategy and implementation
framework that would guide the
process of establishing biosphere
reserves throughout the country.

INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT PLANNING

The UNESCO Cluster Office for
Southern Africa and the Angolan
Ministerio Do Urbanismo and
Ambiente commisioned DMP to
undertake a study and formulate
a strategy that would facilitate the
implementation of the MaB program
& the establishment of biosphere
reserves in Angola.
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DRAFTING OF A
NATIONAL MaB
STRATEGY FOR
ANGOLA

In particular, the strategy was to
contribute towards the following:
a) Promotion of sustainable economic
development by building on the
comparative economic advantages of
the identified biosphere reserve areas
and the country as a whole.
b) Utilization of the natural resource
base in a sustainable manner.
c) Merging of ecological and economic
considerations in decision-making.
d) Making a meaningful contribution
to the eradication of poverty and
inequality.
e) Ensuring an acceptable return on
capital invested by the private sector
investors.
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INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT PLANNING

GRUMETI
RESERVE,
SERENGETI,
TANZANIA

Grumeti Reserve appointed the
office during September 2003 to
undertake the overarching planning
of its development and conservation
initiatives in the western corridor of the
Serengeti ecosystem in Tanzania.

This project entailed the preparation of
a comprehensive conservation, urban
design and architectural development
framework that was to serve as the
‘road map’ for the initiative.
The objective of this framework
was to clarify the development
and conservation challenges in the
region and contextualise the project
in a manner that would ensure
its acceptance by the Tanzanian
authorities and the various local,
national and international interested
and affected parties.

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
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Landscape Architecture
This office has ensured that the two prominent facets of landscape
architecture - creative design and the physical / environmental sciences are
well integrated.
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LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

EDEN ISLAND,
MAHE
SEYCHELLES

Eden Island was created as part of
an extensive reclamation project
undertaken by the Seychelles
Government to provide additional
land for development purposes. The
development was undertaken by the
Eden Island Development Company.

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
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While the island is artificial and

Research, regarding the environmental

In addition, this office was involved

manmade, the proposed development

conditions of the site, was undertaken

in the establishment of a temporary

had to be undertaken in a manner

to establish a comprehensive plant

nursery on site for plant propagation

that minimizes negative impact on

database and landscape management

and a landscape maintenance facility.

the environment of the island and

plan.

surrounding marine life.
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LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

DE ZALZE
WINELANDS
GOLF ESTATE,
STELLENBOSCH

On a masterplan level, the landscaping

The landscaping combines recognised

fields form an integral part of the

river corridor, granite rock outcrops,

cultural features with indigenous

development both within and outside

natural wetlands, within the Estate is a

plants to create a strong sense of

the villages and creating a strong sense

fundamental objective.

history and place. The features include

of linkage.

planning involved the development and
integration of the residential village
theme with the existing golf course,
new and future agricultural areas and
natural open spaces.

There is an integrated system of

oak-lined streets, brick-edged laterite
“werf” areas, formal water features

The preservation, restoration and

ecological corridors and open spaces

and low “werf” walls. Vineyards, olive

rehabilitation of the natural vegetation

covered with indigenous grass, trees

groves, citrus orchards and lavender

and sensitive natural environments -

and shrubs.

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
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LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

ASARA ESTATE,
STELLENBOSCH

The design of harmonious spaces,

soft landscaping elements in the open

with all their elements and services,

spaces, to help contribute towards a

provide the setting for the life and

practical and visually pleasing rural and

activities in a development. In Asara

exclusive environment.

Wine Estate careful consideration and
attention was given to the appropriate
design and placement of the hard and

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

PAGE 89

The aim was to identify and reinforce a

The scale of the buildings have been

For soft landscaping, indigenous plants

particular uniqueness for Asara Estate

broken down to sit comfortably in

and agricultural plant species such as

so that a sense of place and individual

the existing mature landscape and

vines, olives, citrus and other suitable

atmosphere is created. The individual

harmonise with the existing buildings

agricultural trees are used for the soft

landscaping elements are not to be

on the farm. New landscape works

landscaping and are used to integrate

seen in isolation, but rather as a part

comprised the planting of new mature

public landscaping with the overall

of a coordinated open space system,

trees, landscaped courtyards with

landscaping of the estate.

where all elements are considered

fountains, focal features and low walls

together and properly related to

to enhance and complement the

surrounding buildings.

character of the buildings.
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LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

WELGEVONDEN
ESTATE,
STELLENBOSCH

The fundamental objective of
this development was to form a
neighbourhood that is rich and diverse
in its composition and land use, and
that supports the development as a
community of interest that will sustain
social stability in the long run.

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
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The design concept was based on

where the motor vehicle does not

ball games, making this a child-friendly

the intensive landscaping of an open

dominate.

environment.

Planting groves of indigenous trees

With the help of specialists, the

such as Olea europaea subsp. africana

natural stream and wetland running

The layout shows narrow internal

(Wild Olive), and avenues of trees

through the estate was rehabilitated to

streets widening into paved village

lining the main roads, brings a human

enhance the indigenous vegetation as

squares and activity nodes with focal

scale to the development and softens

well as to function as a much-needed

points. These were designed to reduce

the stark built environment. Specific

water-retention facility.

traffic speed and make the estate

park areas are equipped with play

a pedestrian-friendly development

equipment and have lawn areas for

spaces system, streets and squares
and the use of the “woonerf” concept.
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LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

LA CLEMENCE
RETIREMENT
VILLAGE,
STELLENBOSCH

Although situated next to a busy

The existing infrastructure,

walkways link the open spaces,

process as part of an Environmental

accessibility, historical value, riverside

creating a pedestrian-friendly

Management Plan. The groves were

boundaries and majestic views add to

environment. Small groves of historical

carefully integrated into the hard

the successful development of this site.

fruit trees enhance the ambience of

and soft landscaping to form areas

familiarity for the residents.

for passive recreation within scenic

intersection in Stellenbosch, this
development’s location is ideal to be
utilised as a retirement village with
associated facilities.

surroundings. Granite boulders

Constraints such as a busy adjacent
road and steep slopes posed

A grove of existing historical olive

from site were used in several hard

opportunities to create tranquillity

trees brings an instant maturity to

landscaping features such as the water

and privacy by means of indigenous,

the landscape. These trees were

features, retaining walls and focal

densely-planted berms. Avenue

nurtured throughout the construction

features.

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
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LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

KAYAMANDI
TOURISM CENTRE,
STELLENBOSCH

The Kayamandi tourism centre
is envisaged as a catalyst for
social change, racial tolerance as
well as a centre that will promote
cultural expression and economic
development within Kayamandi.

The centre incorporates a museum,

A water feature tiled with a colourful

A series of buildings as well as a grand

amphitheatre, restaurant, and internet

mosaic, forms an eye-catching focus in

amphitheatre are interconnected

café, formal and informal kiosks, which

the upper court. This mosaic is echoed

and softened with landscaping,

will tap into an existing, successful

in the design of the amphitheatre

accommodating the 7m slope over the

tourist market. It is designed to

stage. A rhythmical and vibrant setting

site.

celebrate the uniqueness of the

is created by the indigenous plant

local community and to create an

choice designed to invite visitors to

opportunity to showcase local crafts

join in the experience of a typical South

and the cultural history.

African landscape.

ARCHITECTURE & URBAN DESIGN
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LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

CAPOLAVORO
MOUNTAIN
VILLAGE,
KYLEMORE

Capolavoro Mountain Village is
situated in the heart of the rural
Kylemore village. There were six main
aims with regard to the landscaped
spaces surrounding the various erven
and along the roadside.

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

1.
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To find a harmonious blend
between the natural surroundings,
the cultural heritage of the
village and the rural setting and
to celebrate a unique landscape
identity.

2.

To emphasise the beautiful
mountain setting that frames
the Capolavoro Village on all
sides. This was achieved by
planting avenues of deciduous
trees leading the eye to the
mountains in the distance and by
incorporating stone excavated
from the site to form natural
berms of indigenous planting.

3.

To rehabilitate the stream with
endemic, riverside planting and
to make it accessible through an
informal system of pathways.

4.

To respect the cultural landscape
by incorporating elements of rural
village character, such as fruit
orchards and meadows with drifts
of bulbs.

5.

To enhance and upgrade Swart
Street, a major road running
through Kylemore, by planting
broad areas of trees and shrubs.

6.

To incorporate seasonal elements
with colourful deciduous trees,
fruit trees, and plants for yearround interest.
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DMP MEDIA
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The company was established in 1994 to provide a specialised inhouse design
and media service to Dennis Moss Partnership and has subsequently grown into
a full service design and new media studio. It offers a uniquely specialized service
focusing on the marketing and media needs of DMP and our clients.

The team works closely with the architects, urban designers and planners
during the design process, which helps us create a good understanding of
the project and ensures that the final visuals are not only architecturally
accurate, but visually pleasing.
Although our emphasis is on architecture and urban design visualisation,
our skills and portfolio cover a wide spectrum of design work that includes
graphic design, corporate identity, branding, print media, digital media, web
design, copywriting and consultancy.
By combining our skills of illustration and architectural renderings with
graphic design and our experience in property marketing, we have managed
to create a niche in today’s busy property market.
We provide a high quality visual communication service package that is all
conveniently located under the same roof as the architects, planners and
urban designers. This ensures a seamless process from first pencil stroke to
final product delivery.
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GRAPHIC
DESIGN &
BRANDING

At DMP Media it is our responsibility that

needs, ranging from creating corporate

the correct messages are created that

identity, logos, stationary, brochures and

seeks to attract, inspire, and motivate

related marketing material to outdoor

people about our architecture, planning

advertising. We have designed and been

and urban designs. We cover a wide

instrumental in the creation of a number

spectrum of graphic design and print

of web sites.

DMP MEDIA
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DESIGN SERVICES OFFERED:
•

Logos & Corporate identity

•

Corporate stationary

•

Brochure & Flyers

•

Presentation folders

•

Desktop publishing

•

Banners & Display systems

•

External signage

•

Billboards

•

Electronic Presentations

•

Web design & Development
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ARCHITECTURAL
RENDERING &
ILLUSTRATION

Uitlising various mediums, both digital

the architects and planners of DMP

and non-digital, we are able to create

to ensure we create accurate concept

acurate and aesthetically pleasing

illustrations and designs for our clients.

architectural renderings during

3D sketches and illustrations can be

the concept and final stages of the

created from plans and elevations, or

design. The team is constantly in close

from loose design concepts.

collaboration and communication with
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MASTER PLANS
& PROVIDING
CONTEXT

‘Giving life’ to an urban design master

These masterplans are further

plan or architectural plan is one of

enhanced by detailed 3D volumetric

the most important services we offer

studies & atmospheric stills, as well as

at DMP. It is generally the first step

their placement in Google Earth or on

undertaken in the project design

aerial photographs - which allows the

process, and an important visual

client to see a project in context of its

element for internal & client use.

surroundings.
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ARCHITECTURAL
VISUALISATION

Our studio makes use of 3D modelling

marketing purposes and are to the

& rendering software to create life-like

correct proportion and scale - as well

images of future developments - from

as utilising realistic textures, materials,

large scale exterior models, to more

colours and finishes that could appear in

intimate interior detailings. These are

the final design.

usually done for presentation and
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